*    POLITICS    *

Canadian debate he secretes himself in a corner of the
Strangers' Gallery 'as if he had been a second Alexander
Selkirk in some solitary isle, with his little person
wrapped up as closely in his cloak as if, instead of
breathing the warm atmosphere of the House of
Commons, he had been exposed to the rigours of a
Canadian winter'.

At first it seems as though that veteran Reformer Sir
Francis Burdett were also out. But he has changed his
place from the centre of the Radical group to a Tory
back bench, haying suddenly renounced the opinions of
a lifetime. His conversion has renewed his zeal, for
whereas he has hardly opened his mouth for the last
three sessions, he is now 'by no means a niggard in his
speeches*. His appearance has certainly not altered with
his opinions, and he still looks what Lady Hester Stan-
hope called him twenty-five years ago, 'the beau ideal of
an English gentleman'. 'In the morning he is arrayed
in a handsome blue coat, with white waistcoat, light
unmentionables and top boots 5 all so excellent a fit that no
one, fastidious in matters of the toilet, could be any time
in his company without wishing to know who are his
"decorators". In the evenings he usually appears in a
black suit and low shoes $ and, as he promenades the
floor of the House, he looks as spruce and sprightly as a
Regent Street dandy/ 'Sir Francis has now all the
appearance, as regards the flow of his spirits and the
agility of his movements, of one in his thirtieth year 5
though he has seen more than twice that number of
summers' suns/

Amongst the new Members are several future cele-
brities. There is Richard Monckton Milnes, who will
make his mark in the social and literary rather than the
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